To the Editor of The Hospital. Deab Sir,?Since the appearance in the public press of the report of the quarterly meeting of the Governors of the London Hospital many comments have been made on it, and allusion has been frequently made to the East London Medical Society ; so much so that the Society feels that it is necessary to clearly define its position, in order that there may be no misunderstanding in the mind of the public as to the object it is striving for.
Last May a deputation of the East London Medical Society waited on the Board of Management of the London Hospital to a9k for a reform of various abuses in the management of the hospital. The abuses complained of fell under two main heads:?(1) The part payment system under which patients are expected to pay a proportion of the cost of the medicines and dressings supplied to them; and (2) insufficient scrutiny, whereby patients, who are well able to pay for treatment privately, are enabled to take advantage of a public charitable institution.
The existence of abuses was admitted by the hospital authorities and it was shown that in one important branch, the casualty department or receiving-room, the scrutiny was not merely imperfect but practically non-existent; for the addresses of patients were not asked, all comers being treated without question as to their means. The steps proposed by the hospital for the abatement of the evil have now appeared in the press, and it is principally on them that the East London Medical Society wishes to express its views.
1. " Large notices have been placed in the outpatients' department stating that a small charge is made for medicines and dressings, but no charge for advice." The part payment system, which is thus affirmed, is objected to by medical practitioners, because they find that it induces many patients who are too well off to deserve hospital relief to go to hospitals for treatment in the belief that they are paying for all they receive, and so are not receiving charity; and it also acts as a salve to the consciences of others who go to hospitals knowing that they have really no right to hospital relief. The Society holds that notices should be placed in all departments of the hospital and on the cards issued to patients that the institution is for charitable relief only.
2. "The addresses of all patients will be taken, and the books opsn to the inspection of any local practitioner who cares to inspect them." The registration of addresses is so obviously necessary in any inquiry as to the means of the patients, that it is amazing that it should ever have been neglected ; but the inspection of the books by local practitioners is a part of that system of espionage to which the Society strongly objects.
3. " Local practitioners are invited to visit the out* THE HOSPITAL. 
